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The recently opened ‘Museum aan de Stroom’ (MAS) forms part of a regeneration project in Antwerp’s port
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Royal Wedding
Some 40 ‘crowned heads’ attended the Royal Marriage of Prince William and Catherine
Middleton on 29 April. The Belgian Royal Household was represented by HRH Crown
Prince Philippe and HRH Princess Mathilde.

HRH Crown Prince Philippe and HRH Princess Mathilde at Westminster Abbey
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Belgian elected head of global transport policy body
Belgian Carole Coune, 42, has been chosen to succeed Ireland’s Jack Short as the next Secretary
General of the International Transport Forum at the OECD. At their annual summit in Leipzig in May,
transport ministers from 52 member countries chose Coune to succeed Short as the head of the
Paris-based intergovernmental organisation.
The International Transport Forum provides a global platform for transport policy issues. It acts as a
thinktank for member countries and organises an annual summit, at which ministers debate strategic
issues of the sector with business leaders, top academics and representatives of civil society.
Carole Coune earned her stripes with the Belgian National Railway, where, amongst others, she was Secretary to the Management Board and led the Department
of International Affairs. After several years’ experience
in the policy cell of the Belgian Minister for Transport,
Coune became Director General for Land Transport at
the Belgian Ministry of Transport in 2005. In 2008 she
became the President of the Management Board of the
Ministry. In this capacity she guided the Ministry through
a very successful Presidency of the European Council
of the EU in 2010. She holds a law degree from the Université de Liège.

Belgian students world champions in diplomacy third time in a row
A Belgian student team took home its third gold medal in a row at the 20th edition of the World Model
United Nations Conference, which was held in Singapore in March of this year. A total of 2,200 students from 270 universities of more than 65 countries participated in this official world championship
in diplomacy. Debates and negotiations were held on major international events, according to the UN
rules, in an international setting with delegations coming from all around the world.
The Belgian team was made up of skilled members from various Belgian universities. A long and
thorough preparation period preceded the Belgians’ participation in this prestigious model UN conference. They took first place thanks to their sound reasoning talents, their in depth dossier knowledge
and language skills and the quality and structure of their arguments.
In February the team was welcomed at the Belgian Residence in London for an intense interactive
meeting with the Belgian Ambassador.
http://www.worldmun.org
http://www.munsocietybelgium.org
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Belgian Ambassador, European diplomat of the year
Heads of Mission from over 85 countries attended Diplomat magazine’s 2011 annual Awards Ceremony in London on 16 May. Diplomat presented 12 awards to some of the most influential diplomats
based in the UK.
Host of the event, Diplomat ’s Publisher Hugo de Blocq van Kuffeler, stated in his introductory
speech: ‘Despite the conveniences of modern technology, the tact, persuasiveness, influence and
guile of a great diplomat is far more powerful and effective than an e-mail or a letter. Diplomacy is the
brain of a nation. It has been said that the quality of a nation’s diplomacy gives it direction and
weight. And so it is important that we appreciate the great conductors of diplomacy this evening.’
The award for ‘Diplomat of the Year from Europe’, the most hotly competed with the highest number of nominations, went to His Excellency
Mr Johan Verbeke, the Ambassador of Belgium for having made a significant and immediate impact on the diplomatic community since he
arrived in London last year. The publisher stated that the award recognises de diplomat’s willingness to share his experience in both bilateral
and multilateral diplomacy with the younger diplomats and his foresight
into the diplomacy of tomorrow in methodology as well as thinking. ‘He
has gone beyond the responsibility of bilateral agreements and into predicting the future of diplomacy. He is the leading voice and light on the future of modern diplomacy and is quite rightly considered a visionary because of this.’

Belgians on the international scene
Peter Piot advisor to President Obama
Belgian scientist and doctor Peter Piot has been selected as a member of the International Research
Panel focussing on the effectiveness of US regulations and international standards for the protection
of test subjects in scientific studies. The panel must ensure that these standards prevent people acting in tests from being treated in a harmful or unethical way. The International Research Panel
was established after a request was made by president Obama to compile a report on this matter.
The Panel is made up of experts in the fields of medical ethics, sciences and clinical research from
the academic, public and industrial world. Members of the panel will act in their personal capacity,
and not as official representatives for their countries, and will offer a valuable international perspective on the issue.
Dr Peter Piot is presently the director of the London School
of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. Before, he was Under Secretary-General of the United Nations where he set
up UNAIDS and became its first Executive Director. He
was also Associate Director of the World Health Organisation’s global aids programme. In 1976 he was one of
the scientists to discover the Ebola virus. Piot graduated as
a medical doctor in 1974 at the University of Ghent, obtained a doctorate in microbiology from the University of
Antwerp in 1980 and then worked at the Institute of Tropical Medicine Antwerp.

Belgian car designers lead the way
Two billion people saw the result of Dirk Van Braeckel’s pencil sketches. After all, it was this 53-yearold Belgian who designed the Bentley Continental GT with which Prince William arrived at Westminster Abbey for his wedding. With 23,000 cars sold so far, it is the most successful Bentley ever to hit
the market. After 11 years with Bentley, Van Braeckel has now accepted a position as design director
for Bugatti. In fact, he will continue to work for the same firm as both brands are part of the Volkswagen group.
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Nowadays, almost every street corner boasts a vehicle designed by a Belgian; quite remarkable considering Belgium offers no specific training in car design. You will find Belgian designers at work for
makes such as BMW, Opel, Renault and Volkswagen. Steven Crijns (43) received his training in the
UK and was afterwards employed by Lotus. Neither Van Braeckel nor Crijns refers to a typical Belgian style. “My vehicles mostly reflect a neutral approach. I am in a position to experience the English
character almost more clearly than the English themselves. With this approach I hope to marry art
and science to create a playful sobriety,” Crijns explains. Axel Enthoven, owner of Enthoven Associates Design Consultants and lecturer at the Design Academy in the Dutch city of Eindhoven, confirms. “Neutrality is exactly the essence of Belgian design. These designers are chameleons with an
open eye.” Enthoven believes their upbringing plays a major role. “Belgians have a talent for multiculturalism, with a sense for the Germanic, the Latin and Anglo-Saxon cultures. That is the reason why
so many Belgians are currently among the top designers in the industry.”
Crijns adds that it is crucial to choose a school with contacts in the industry, such as there are in
England, France and Germany. “It’s the only way to gain entry to the world of cars,” he insists.

Kim Clijsters among 100 most influential people
'When it comes to having it all, Kim Clijsters offers a great model,’ wrote tennis legend Martina
Navratilova on Time’s website about her younger counterpart Kim Clijsters. The Belgian athlete has
made this year’s Time 100 of the most influential people on the planet. Clijsters attributes her inclusion primarily to her successful comeback after an ongoing injury forced her to retire from the tennis
circuit in 2007 and also after giving birth to a daughter. ‘Then Kim decided to make a comeback, and
she has exceeded all expectations,’ Navratilova stated. She has won the last two US Open tournaments and was the No. 1 player in the world earlier this year. This makes her the most successful
tennis mother of our time. She has also made the combination of work and family into ‘an art form’,
Navratilova believed. ‘She has kept her feet on the ground and knows that her tennis skills do not
make her a great person.’ The grand slam champion also praised Clijsters for being generous, always contributing to charities. The fact that Clijsters is married to American basketball player Brian
Lynch was certainly a contributing factor for her inclusion on the list.
Clijsters is only the second Belgian honoured by Time magazine, the first being Leo Baekeland, a
chemist who invented Velox photographic paper in 1893 and Bakelite in 1907. The latter was a material 'that would change the stuff our world is made of', Time wrote at the time.

Hof van Cleve 15th of world's best restaurants

The British Restaurant Magazine yesterday released its list of the fifty best restaurants in the world.
Belgian restaurant Hof van Cleve, run by chef Peter Goossens, made it to the top fifteen. According
to the jury, "Goossens breathes and lives food, and his meals epitomise the region’s bounty and his
own pursuit of excellence. His love of fish and shellfish highlight the freshness of taste and the origin
of the food".
In 1987 Hof van Cleve opened its doors in an old farm in the hilly landscape of Kruishoutem in East
Flanders. It was awarded its first Michelin star in 1994. In 1998 the restaurant received its second
star and since 2004 it’s been given a 19.5 out of 20 score in Gault Millau. In 2005 a third Michelin
star followed.
Restaurant Magazine chose the Danish restaurant Noma as the best in the world for the second year
running, with chef René Redzepi’s kitchen outshining the best of the best.

Science & Education News
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Belgian innovators awarded
According to a comparative study published on 1 February 2011 by the European Commission
(‘2010 Innovation Union Scoreboard’), Belgium appeared in 6th place in the European ranking in
terms of innovation. Our country is ranked below Sweden, Denmark, Finland, Germany and Great
Britain, and ahead of Austria, the Netherlands and France.
According to the study, Belgium’s innovative capacity improved by 2% during the
past year. The strengths of the country are its high levels of training and attractive research system.
Last month, Belgian scientists Christine Van Broeckhoven (picture on left) and Ann
Lambrechts (below) received a European Inventor Award from the European Patent Office, confirming our country’s innovative strength. The awards are designed to promote innovation and protection of intellectual property using patents.
Van Broeckhoven is the head of the Flanders Interuniversity Institute of Biotechnology. She received the Research prize for creating diagnostic and treatment
methods for dealing with Alzheimer’s disease. She pioneered a method for identifying risk genes and
proteins which form a potential target for researchers looking into treatments for neurodegenerative
diseases such as Alzheimer’s.
The Industry award went to Ann Lambrechts, head of research and development at Bekaert Building Products. Lambrechts improved the Dramix steel
fibre, which are small steel rods added to concrete. The invention increases
the inflectional strength of concrete and improves its resistance against
cracks. This reinforced concrete creates new potential for architects, while it
also requires less steel, resulting in significant cost savings. Dramix has
been used for the Gotthard Tunnel and the Oceanographic Park in Valencia, Spain, amongst other places.
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/innovation/facts-figureanalysis/
innovation-scoreboard/index_en.htm

Doctor Janssen's Aids medication approved in US
Aids medication developed by Janssen Pharmaceutica has been given the green light by the American Food and Drug Administration (FDA). The pill, which suppresses the level of HIV in the blood, is
intended for patients who have not yet received any HIV treatment, and is hoped to lengthen their life
expectancy to the average life span. The FDA stresses, however, that the tablet offers no cure.
It was Paul Janssen himself, founder of Janssen Pharmaceutica, who initiated the company’s search
for aids medication after he experienced the devastating effects of the disease in Africa. He was convinced that his treatment would eventually prove successful, but it was not until after his death that
the first positive test results were recorded. The FDA approval is a huge boost for the Janssens
Pharmaceutica division Beerse and its sister company Tibotec. The medication has not yet been
launched, but the FDA approval has opened the door for its introduction to the US. In Europe, approval by the European Medicines Agency (EMEA) is expected by the autumn.

Healing a knee with a person's own cartilage
It took ten years of tests and 50 million Euros in development costs, but the Leuven-based biomedical company TiGenix has become the first in the world to finalise a technology that can be used to
treat heavily damaged knees using a patient’s own cartilage. The spin-off company of the Universities of Leuven and Ghent hopes to use the method to cure the serious – and to date frequently untreatable – knee problems of one to two hundred patients every year and have set up 12 treatment
centres throughout Belgium.
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How does the procedure work? The surgeon extracts a piece of cartilage from the knee joint and separates the healthy cells from the bone. The living cartilage is then stored separately in a laboratory,
where it is fed on a cocktail of chemicals, spurring the cells to multiply. The procedure, also called the
ChondroCelect, takes two months to complete and the operation to restore the cells to the knee takes
an hour. Only young and fit people between the ages of 18 and 50 will be subjected to the surgeon’s
scalpel. The knee injury must also be at least two square centimetres large and have occurred in the
previous three years. This means that elderly people with joint ailments will not be treated, while injured top sportsmen and women will generally not benefit either, as their injuries have often become
too advanced.
ChondroCelect is set to become a major Belgian export. Foreign doctors will be trained in Belgium.
Asian biomedical companies have also expressed an interest in forming partnerships and to meet demand, the Leuven company is building a second cultivation lab in the Netherlands.

A mini lab in the palm of your hand
Rudi Pauwels, a household name in the Belgian pharmaceutical industry, recently opened the doors to
his new offices in Mechelen to continue his latest project, Biocartis, which was started in Switzerland in
2007.
Pauwels spent three years at a micro- and nanotechnology institute in Switzerland pondering the issues of ever increasing healthcare costs, the ageing population and how consumer electronics could be linked to medical care. This led to
the development of a diagnostic device or mini lab which allows the diagnosis of common illnesses. He hopes the device, which fits in the palm of your hand and provides instant
diagnoses, will appeal to laboratories, hospitals and perhaps doctors and
nursing homes. The technology already exists, but samples are still sent
to highly specialised laboratories, which is an expensive and timeconsuming process. His mini lab is a step towards personalised medicine, which Pauwels believes is a
good thing as it will result in more personal and decisive treatment.
The mini lab will be launched in 2013.

Belgium scores high on English proficiency index
In a study published by the Finnish language training company Education
First, the EF English Proficiency Index (EPI) measures the average English
proficiency of an entire country and compares English skill levels between
countries. It is the first index of its kind to give countries a standardised
measure of English competence in adults. The findings of the study are
based on free online tests completed by more than two million adults
around the world.
In this study, Belgium came second in the ‘high proficiency’ group. In effect, in Belgium English as a
foreign language is taught at school and is frequently used in universities. It is also used generally
throughout the Belgian business community. Multi-lingualism is the norm in Belgian workplaces and
many Belgian employees communicate internationally on a daily basis.
The most common attitude in Belgium towards English is that it is a requirement in today’s society.
Belgium sees itself as a European crossroads and effective multi-national communication is highly valued.
English-language movies and TV are often subtitled rather than dubbed, although this is more common in Dutch-speaking regions than in French-speaking ones. As in many countries, both French and
Dutch speakers borrow English words to appear trendy, and English is common in advertising.
http://www.ef.fi/epi/ef-epi-ranking/

Olympic News
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A ‘Belgian House’ during the 2012 Olympic Games in London
For the first time in the history of the Belgian Olympic and Interfederal Committee (BOIC) a Belgian House will be set up during
the Olympic Games where all the supporters of the Belgian
Olympic Team will be able to meet. The Belgian House will be
located at Inner Temple in the very heart of London.
On 7 June, the Secretary General of the BOIC Guido De Bondt,

Interview with a Belgian
and Marketing Director Piet Moons signed a contract to turn Inner

Temple into a Belgian venue during next year’s Games between
27 July and 12 August. Afterwards, a delighted Piet Moons said:
“We will now be able to provide a hospitable place for the many Belgian fans travelling to London
where they can meet the athletes. We are very happy to have found this venue, a beautiful and
peaceful 12th century historical site, a typical London location.”
Located along the Thames Embankment, Inner Temple
is the legal centre of the city. It has provided the setting
for scenes from Harry Potter movies and ‘The Da Vinci
Code’. Next summer, it will become ‘the place to be’ for
all Belgian supporters descending upon London for the
Games.
So far, Belgian companies such as DEME, Barco,
Desso and Lacer obtained significant contracts in respect of preparations for the Olympic Games (Belgian
Events, November 2010). The growing list has now
been joined by the Belgian firm Theuma which will be
supplying 25,000 doors for the athletes’ village. Meanwhile, the Belgian company Bio-Racer will develop individually-tailored Olympic cycling outfits for
five European teams.

Alternative Energy
First solar-powered railway tunnel opened in Antwerp
On 6 June, Europe’s first solar-powered railway
tunnel was opened in Antwerp. The 2.1 mile-long
tunnel forms part of the Paris-Amsterdam high
speed rail link.
Electricity generated from the 50,000 solar panels
provides the electricity used to power the 186 mph
trains as they pass underneath. The panels, built
by the Belgian solar power company, Enfinity, cost
£12.6 million. They cover an area equivalent to
eight football pitches and apart from the trains,
also provide power for Antwerp.
The panels will generate some 3,300 MWh of electricity per year, equivalent to the average annual
electricity consumption of approximately 950 families. It is estimated that it will save 47.3 million
kilograms of CO2 emissions over two decades. Solar energy is seen as a method of reducing the
rail industry's carbon footprint.
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Keppel Seghers wins major British contract
The Belgian-Singapore enterprise Keppel Seghers has been awarded a 187.3 million euro contract
(Runcorn II) by a British renewable energy project for household waste. The waste-to-energy project will offer integrated solutions for 1.3 million tons of household waste within the Manchester
area. Runcorn II will be integrated as part of an earlier deal also executed by Keppel Seghers.
The company is a leading provider of comprehensive environmental solutions. It has not only been
contracted to provide the technology for the project, but will also build the entire installation. The
facility uses the best possible heat recuperation during waste disposal. In theory, the installation will
have the capacity to treat up to 750,000 tonnes of household waste per year and thus provide electricity for 200,000 families. Runcorn II is expected to be completed by 2014/15 and will be one of
the biggest projects of its kind in the UK.
In Singapore, Keppel Seghers treats half the waste destined for incinerators at two Waste to Energy plants and in Flanders they have so far built incinerators in Beveren and Antwerp.

Cultural News
Magritte at Tate Liverpool

René Magritte (1898–1967) is one of the most revered and popular artists of the 20th century.
This summer, Tate Liverpool presents René Magritte: The Pleasure Principle, the biggest exhibition of the Belgian surrealist’s work in England for twenty years.
Renowned for witty images depicting everyday objects such as apples, bowler hats and pipes in
unusual settings, Magritte’s art plays with the idea of reality and illusion. His work has had an
enduring effect on the art world, inspiring many artists, musicians, film directors, writers and advertisers with his famous images.
Tate Liverpool’s exhibition will reveal the inspiration behind the artist’s celebrated style, focusing
on the less explored aspects of Magritte’s life and artistic practice.
Paintings will feature alongside drawings, collages, examples of Magritte’s early commercial
work and rarely seen photographs and films. The exhibition will include iconic pieces by the artist
as well as some more surprising works, offering visitors a fresh insight into the intriguing world of
Magritte.
Featuring major works from across the world and from all stages of the artist’s career, The Pleasure Principle will display over 100 artworks, many not seen before in the UK.
www.tate.org.uk/liverpool/exhibitions
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Chris Dercon, director Tate Modern
On 1 April of this year, 52-year-old Belgian, Chris Dercon, assumed his position as director of Tate
Modern, the London museum for modern art. He stepped into his new role as director of Tate Modern after spending six months in intensive training and shuttling between Munich and London to
acquaint himself with the staff and all the possible ins and outs of this major institution. Until then,
Dercon headed Haus der Kunst (House of Art) in Munich, where he held the director’s seat since
2003.
His new appointment at Tate Modern marks a
transition to one of the world’s most important and
biggest museums boasting five million visitors
each
year.
Dercon is
well
aware
of
the changing role of the museum in modern-day
life. He believes a museum is much more than
merely a building; it’s a place where visitors congregate, and where technology and social organisation are at play, with the library, the research
and learning centre playing an increasingly crucial
role.
In 2012, Tate Modern will open a new wing where ‘learning’ will take centre stage. It will be a space
for lectures, films and a novel way of exhibiting collections. According to Dercon, museums will
start to position themselves as a venue that will not only showcase artworks on the walls, but provide a space for learning like a university, a cinema, a place for choreography and performing arts,
especially in a cosmopolitan city like London. To this end Tate has also invested further afield, with
contacts in Asia, the Middle East and Africa with a view to expanding the notion of a museum as a
social hub. As director of a museum of this magnitude, you are a cultural producer and politician,
he says, admitting that he likes the idea.

Belgian choreographers win two Olivier Awards
The “Babel (words)” show by the Belgian choreographers Sidi Larbi
Cherkaoui and Damien Jalet won two Laurence Olivier Awards in
London on 13 March. The Olivier Awards, which were created in
1976, awarded the best shows performed in 2010 on London
stages. A total of 25 prizes were awarded for fields such as theatre,
dance, musicals and opera.
The show by Cherkaoui and Jalet, a production by Eastmen vzw
and the Théâtre Royal de la Monnaie / De Koninklijke
Muntschouwburg, came top of the categories for Best New Dance
and Outstanding Achievement in Dance.
“Babel (words)” is the final piece in a triptych (following “Foi” and
“Myth”). The show is about the tense relationship between people
living side by side. The choreographers show how words can give
rise to conflict by the fact that they are interpreted differently by different people. The concept of multiple identities is therefore central
to the piece.

MAS appeal
Antwerp’s newest museum MAS (Museum aan de Stroom - Museum on the Stream), designed by
the Dutch architects Willem Jan Neutelings and Michiel Riedijk, opened its doors to a very excited
public on 17th May.
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The Economist described the museum as a ‘helter-skelter
stack of enormous cantilevered boxes in the form of a
squared-off spiral’. According to The Guardian, the MAS
looks like ‘a stack of red Lego bricks dropped by some tired
giant child’. The ten stacked up boxes, which are connected
by escalators; all consist of glass walls positioned in such a
way that each level offers a different panorama of the city
and its river (stroom) Scheldt. During the day time the glass
walls are almost invisible from the outside but when the insight is lit up at night, the façade resembles a glowing checkerboard. On the ninth level is the new 2 Michelin starred restaurant ‘t Zilte which remains open at night while the ‘boxes’
and the collections they display are only accessible during the day.
The ‘Visible Store’ on the second floor contains some 180,000 items displayed in pull-out racks, a
central display and vitrines and gives the visitors a rare chance to see objects that would be hidden
away in storage in other museums. On the floors above, thousands of objects tell stories of past
and present. Their main themes are the ‘Metropolis’, ‘Power’, ‘Life and Death’ and Antwerp’s history as a major port. One floor is devoted to a collection of pre-Colombian objects donated by Dr
Paul and Dora Janssen-Arts.
MAS forms part of a project to regenerate Antwerp’s desolate old port and is situated between the
city centre and the port in a dockside area called ‘Het Eilandje’ (the little island).
www.mas.be

Great prize for a small museum
The provincial Gallic-Roman Museum in Tongeren (Limburg) was declared “European Museum of
the Year” in Bremerhaven, beating 34 nominations including the Magritte Museum in Brussels and
the Borusseum in Dortmund, Germany. It shares this prestigious position with past winners such as
the Victoria & Albert in London and the Guggenheim in Bilbao. Director Carmen Willems was present when the European Museum Forum (Council of Europe) crowned her museum with the honour. “I was pleasantly surprised. We were only too happy to reach the shortlist.” This is the first
time that the honour is bestowed upon a Belgian museum.
Since the renovated and upgraded Gallic-Roman Museum reopened its doors in 2009, it has had
200,000 visitors. A museum awarded a prize of this calibre is one that “meets the highest quality
standards, including its collections, the architecture, integration with the city, scenography, public
interaction, educational programmes, café and museum shop", says Willems. “In our case we were
especially lauded for our narrative approach and our use of objects as a means to tell a story. Our
layered sharing of information also appealed to their taste.” Willems believes the prize will facilitate
access to artworks on loan and increase the number of visitors.

Dardenne Brothers win Festival’s Grand Prix
The Dardenne brothers won the Grand Prix at the 64th Cannes Festival
for Le gamin au vélo (The Kid with a Bike) after their two Golden Palms for
L’Enfant (The Child) (2005) and Rosetta (1999). They share the Grand
Prix with the Turkish director Nuri Bilge Ceylan, who received the award
for Bir Zamanlar Anadolu'da (Once Upon a Time in Antolia).
The Kid with the Bike was one of 19 films selected to compete for the
Palm.
The latest feature-length film by the Dardenne brothers tells the story of a young 12 year old boy,
Cyril, who escapes from a children’s home to search for his father. On the way he meets Samantha
who owns a hair salon and lets him stay with her at weekends.
Belgian director Wannes Destoop was awarded the Price of the Jury at the Short Film Competition
for his production Badpakje 46.

Announcement
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THE INBEV-BAILLET LATOUR HEALTH PRIZE - 2012
The ARTOIS-BAILLET LATOUR Foundation was established in 1974 at the initiative of Count Alfred
de BAILLET LATOUR, Director of the ARTOIS Breweries. The aim of the Foundation was to encourage and reward achievements of outstanding human value in the Arts and Sciences by means of
Prizes. In 1995 it became the “Interbrew-Baillet Latour Foundation” and in 2005, the “InBev-Baillet
Latour Fund.
Today the prize money amounts to 250,000 € and is awarded yearly. The theme for 2012 is
“Neurosciences”. The Prize is open to scientists of all nationalities who have not previously received in their own name an equivalent Prize rewarding the work that is submitted for the InBevBaillet Latour Health Prize.
The candidate must be nominated by one person duly qualified to appreciate the nominee’s work,
using the form provided at www.inbevbailletlatour.com or at www.frs-fnrs.be/fr/financer-leschercheurs/prix-scientifiques/prix-biomedical.html or by the Fund for Scientific Research-FNRS,
rue d’Egmont 5, 1000 Brussels, Belgium (e-mail to chantal.mairesse@frs-fnrs.be).
The nomination file for 2012 must be sent in an envelope marked "Confidential" to the Secretary
General of the Fund for Scientific Research-FNRS, rue d’Egmont 5, BE - 1000 Brussels, Belgium
and postmarked no later than September 30th 2011.

Belgian Clubs & Organisations
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The Anglo-Belgian Society (ABS) promotes Anglo-Belgian friendship and culture. Membership is
not expensive and application forms can be obtained, with all enquiries, from the Hon. Secretary, Mr
Patrick Bresnan, www.anglo-belgiansoc.co.uk, secretary@anglo-belgiansoc.co.uk
The Anglo-Belgian Club (ABC), situated in the heart of London, an ideal meeting place for Belgians
living in or traveling to London, as well as for British with Belgian connections. Information and application forms from the secretariat, ABC, 8 Northumberland Avenue, London WC2N 5BY, tel. 0207
839 4732, www.ra-bc.com , secretary@ra-bc.com
The Belgian-Luxembourg Chamber of Commerce (BLCC) For information on membership or on
any of the events organised by the Chamber, contact the BLCC at Westwood House, Annie Med
Lane, South Cave, HU15 2HG, tel. 0207 127 4292, fax 0870 429 2148, www.blcc.co.uk ,
info@blcc.co.uk
The Young Chamber. Contact: Aurelien Huynen. All Belgians welcome to meet in informal atmosphere. www.theyoungchamber.org, info@theyoungchamber.org
Brussels Capital Region, François De Vrije, Economic and Commercial Attaché
tel. 0207 235 8949, fax 020/7235 8650, info@brusselstrade.co.uk
The Walloon Region of Belgium, Didier Denayer, Economic and Commercial Attaché
tel. 0207 235 0903, fax 020/7235 0585, www.wallonia.co.uk, london@awex.co.uk
Walloon & Flemish Trade Office (Birmingham Branch), Vincent Bastin, Economic & Commercial
Counsellor, The White House, 111 New Street, Birmingham B2 4EU
tel: 0121 616 1962, Birmingham@awex.co.uk
Belgian Tourist Office, Brussels-Wallonia, 217 Marsh Wall, London E14 9FJ, tel. 0207 531 0391,
www.belgiumtheplaceto.be, info@belgiumtheplaceto.be
Flanders House, 1A Cavendish Square, London W1G OLD
It houses the services
of the Representative of the Flemish Government, Geert De Proost, Tel: 0207 299 3592,
geert.de.proost@flandershouse.co.uk
of Flanders Investment and Trade, Ben De Smit, Economic and Commercial Attaché
Tel: 0207 307 7710, fitlondon@fitlondon.org
and Tourism Flanders-Brussels
Tel: 0207 307 7730, info@visitflanders.co.uk
Flanders Investment and Trade (Scotland Branch) / AWEX / Brussels Export, Cathy Grieve,
Economic & Commercial Representative , Conference House, 152 Morrison Street, Edinburgh, EH3
8EB, tel: 0131 200 6080
Edinburgh@fitagency.com
Vlaamse Club in Londen (VCL), organises activities for Flemish and Dutch-speaking people in the
London area, thus creating a meeting place and a network opportunity for the many Flemings in the
UK, www.vlaamseclublonden.com, info@vlaamseclublonden.com
Vlamingen in de Wereld, representative in the UK: Mr David Vermylen, david.vermylen@uk.bp.com
Union Francophone des Belges à l’Etranger, representative in the UK: Mr Didier Denayer, 20
West Heath Close, London NW3 7NJ, ufbe_uk@yahoo.co.uk
Vlamingen in Surrey organise meetings and events for Flemish people living in the Surrey area.
Contact: Brit Deckers-Beckers, Chase Manor, Kingfield Road, Woking, GU22 9AA, tel. 01483 726
760, Britbeckers@yahoo.co.uk, www.vlamingeninsurrey.co.uk
Orde Van den Prince promotes the unity of the Dutch language and culture, stimulating cooperation
between Flanders and the Netherlands. Bimonthly meetings in London. Enquiries: Bruno Stalmans at
brunostalmans@aol.com, tel. 01483 893522

Calendar of events
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23 Jan – July 2011

Works by Belgian artist Fred Eerdekens on display at the Eastwingnine
Exhibition,Courtauld Institute of Art, London www.eastwingnine.co.uk

20 May - 11 July

Flemish theatre company Ontroerend Goed on tour in the UK with
Intern' - London (9-11 July)

24 June & 29 June

Harry Kümel's legendry Malpertuis screens at the ICA as part of
Cinemas Architects of the Uncanny season of films www.ica.org.uk/films

24 June - 16 Oct

René Magritte: The Pleasure Principle Tate Liverpool
www.tate.org.uk/liverpool

Related events:
19 - 21/7: René Magritte Summer School
3 - 7/8 : Living Wallpaper
10 - 14/8 : Imaginary Faces
17 - 21/8 : Hats off to Magritte
24 - 29/8 : Magritte Feet

29 June - 2 July

Gardenia performed by Les Ballets C de la B (Alain Platel & Frank Van
Laecke) at Sadler’s Wells
www.sadlerswells.com

5 July

ABC: First Tuesday Drinks followed by dinner, 6.30pm

5 - 6 July

BLCC: Imbibe, Earl's Court, London

17 July

Cenotaph and Horseguards Parade in Whitehall from 10.30am till
midday

21 July

ABC: BBQ in the Garden of the Guards Museum, 6.30pm

